
From the President Sandra K Becker-Gurnow 
 

From the President 
 

There has been a lot going on and more to come and there are other articles in this 

Newsletter that pertain to all those items, so I won't repeat. But accolades go to the 

wonderful workers and donators that worked so hard on the Garage Sale, in the heat of 

June and took in an amazing amount of Money $$$$ for our organization.  And before our 

next meeting, will be the CAR SHOW, BAKE SALE, FOOD BOOTH,OPEN 

HOUSE,  50/50, and Attendance prizes, so come on out for that! 
 

And don't forget, we NEED all our members to do some baking, so we have something to sell 

by the piece and whole, both for the Bake Sale and at the Food Booth. 
 

And at our meeting July 17-it's our Annual ICE CREAM SOCIAL. We'll buy the ice 

cream, you bring some favorite toppings. 

Our program is Mark Goldfeder with Old Movies of St. Louis and the Street Car Era. 
 

Sandy Becker-Gurnow-President 

 

 

 

June 50/50 Drawing 

We had an awesome June meeting with Paul Eckler speaking about 
the history of St Louis Trolley and Street Cars – love all the old 

downtown pictures, Thanks Paul !  Our 50/50 drawing consisted of 3 prizes – 2 
Coffee Cups from the WF&P Railroad in Glencoe – filled each with train tickets, a 
bandana and a $15 Silky Freeze gift card, and then of course we had $20 in cash (half 
of the 50/50 tickets sales).  First number drawn was Dave VonGruben – he took one of 
the cups with the Frozen Custard cards - going to be taking his sweetie out for ice 
cream.  Second number drawn was Martha Bunch – she took the cash and promptly 
bought a raffle ticket for the St Louis Cardinal BB tickets and the last number drawn 
was our speaker Paul – he got the other WF&P cup with another $15 Silky Freeze Gift 
Card- enjoy.  Thanks to all who participate monthly – we have now raised $418.50 for 
the society in the last year and a half.  Every little dollar helps !  Look forward to 
seeing everyone in July.     Donna Kummer 



 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

SEE THE LIST BELOW 

THERE IS A JOB FOR 

We also need bake sale items in individual containers.  
 



  

 



ADDED ATTRACTION TO THE CAR SHOW 
VINTAGE TRACTOR SHOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those in attendance at the June Meeting were: Sandy Gurnow~ 
President, Lynda Kamp~Vice President, Marilyn Weber~Secretary, Chuck 
Weber, Jill VonGruben~Archivist-Librarian, Dave VonGruben,Treasurer, 
Paul Eckler,  Michelle Walka, Rich Hardt, Donna Kummer, Karl Strauch, 
Claire Saucier, don Burhans, Jim Lindsley, Lynn Link. 

 

JULY 17, 7:00 P.M.  MEETING 

BRING YOUR OWN TOPPINGS 

Last month Paul Eckler gave a very 
interesting history of Trolly Cars in St. 
Louis. 
This month we welcome our Speaker Mark 
Goldfeder, who will present Old films on 
the Street Car Era in St. Louis. 

 

Celebrate Wildwood 
Celebrate Wildwood is on Saturday, 8/25. Come by our booth and 
“Celebrate” with us about our two new books. More information is found 
in our Upcoming Events section. The latest addition to the Before It Was 
Wildwood Book series, Early Churches of Meramec Township will be 
available for purchase. The latest chapter (Civil War through WWI) in 
the History of Wildwood will be released that day. This is a joint project 
between the Wildwood Historical Society and the City of Wildwood. Come 
and join us for a fun day and Celebrate our History! 

JULY 17 

7:00 P.M. 



First, I want to thanks Martha, Linda, Marilyn & Linn for all their help 
with the “Rummage Sale”.  We were open on Saturday, Sunday, 

Wednesday and this past Saturday again – each day was a huge 
success.  Enjoyed working and visiting with you gals during our set-up 

and sale days.  100% of the proceeds will be donated to the society – 
thanks to all who brought down things to sell. 

WE MADE AN AMAZING $1,732.00 !!!!!! 

We also got a lot of exposure with the public – many, many people came in and said now 

they know where we are or they said this is what – the Historical Society?  Martha gave 
several mini tours to people during our open hours who wanted to take a quick peek into 
the museum – all were very impressed.  

This was a group effort – many things donated by all – it was just a wonderful event with 

great help and some really great buyers – we enjoyed many a good talk with our customers ! 

 This was just another great event – THANKS again to all who helped !  Now – on to the car 
show ! 

 Donna      

 

 

 

 

        

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
     From Jill: 

Last month “Corner” discussed the necessity for consistent 
humidity control in the Museum. 

This month’s “Corner”is about other destructive factors that 
can effect the condition of our artifacts. One of the main 

problems are rodent and insect activity. Mice and insect activity 

necessitate the glue traps that are distributed around the 
Museum and Library. 

 

There is yet another factor at play — household dust. It’s not the fact that dust 
makes items look dirty, which is a subject for another “Corner”. It’s the fact that household 

dust is the home to dust mites. Besides mites being a human allergen, mites can be 
destructive to the artifact item. So when the Archivist requests assistance in regular 
cleaning and dusting, it’s not an attack of over-neatness; the requested activities are for 

artifact safety. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, July 15, 11:00 to 4:00 p.m. - Combination OPEN HOUSE and the 

3rd Annual Car Show, Bake Sale & Food for Sale. 
 

Tuesday, July 17 at 7 p.m. -Annual Ice Cream Social-Speaker Mark Goldfeder with Old 
films on the Street Car Era in St. Louis  
 

Tuesday, August 21 at 7:00 p.m. - Clark Beim-Esche-Author-Calling on the Presidents-
Tales their Houses Tell 
 

Saturday, August 25 10:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m.- Celebrate Wildwood. Parade begins at 10:00 
a.m. Crafts and Booths are open from 11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, September 18 at 7:00 p.m. - Bill Clevlen-Author-100 Things to do in America 
before You Die 
 

Tuesday, October 16 at 7:00 p.m. - -Antique Review and Appraisal-Guest  
 

Tuesday, November 20 at 7:00 p.m. -  

 

Sunday, December 16, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Christmas OPEN HOUSE with Appetizers 
and Desserts 1-4 p.m. 

 
 

  



 

A PEEK INTO OUR PAST 
 

 

The Watchman and the 

Advocate county 

newspapers published 

news from towns in our 

area from the late 1800’s 

thru the mid 1950’s. The 

two became the 

Watchman-Advocate with the merger around 1903.  

Editor’s note: Articles copied in their original form. 
 

“Enjoy this month’s “Peek into Our Past”. 
 

1882.07.13-Meramec, Politics: Meramec 

township, July 11, 1882 the Republicans of that 

portion of Meramec Township convenient to Dutch 

Hollow met at Henry Hencken's on the 9inst. The 

meeting was called to order and on motion of R.C. 

Allen, Capt. Wm. Haag was elected Chairman and 

James Shields acted as Secretary. R.C. Allen was 

called on and stated the object of the meeting after 

which a Republcan Club was organized with a roll of 

seventy-five members. Old Meramec is putting on 

her armour and getting ready for the battle. We have 

no sore heads, gamblers in the Republican party to 

favor and no Crittenden to endorse but with a 

straight Republican ticket nominated by a 

Republican convention we will wheel into line and do 

as we have done before vote straight and march on to 

victory. The next meeting will be held at Chas. 

Boisellier in the Missouri Bottom. 

1882.08.17-Kreienkamp, Death: Joseph 

Kreienkamp a farmer in Dutch Hollow died at his 

residence of cancer of the stomach and was 

buried on Sunday in the vicinity where he died. 

When the fatal disease attacked the victim eight 

months ago he weighed 300 pounds and was 

reduced to 75 pounds at the time of his death. 
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